
 

UC Berkeley Summer Sessions 
Student Orientation Guide 

L&S C12 
The Berkeley Changemaker: A Discovery Experience 

July 7-August 13, 2021 

Welcome, Berkeley Changemakers! 
We recognize that many of you are new to UC Berkeley. The purpose of this 
document is to help you to get the most out of your online learning experience. It 
includes information on how to prepare for the course, as well as technical 
requirements and course logistics. If you have any questions, please reach out 
to: summer_online_support@berkeley.edu 

Expected Student Workload 
The estimated workload for this course is approximately 15 hours per week 
including watching lectures, doing the assigned readings, participating on 
bCourses discussion forums, and completing assignments. 

Preparing for Your Course 
Textbooks/Course Materials 
• All student must have access to a computer with Internet connectivity, which 

will allow them to access course announcements, readings, and instructor-
posted materials through the bCourses site and required course reader. 

• Students should also be able to watch television texts (via YouTube or other 
sites). 

• Students must also compose their papers and projects on a computer and 
submit their completed papers and projects electronically on bCourses – 
handwritten submissions will not be accepted. 

Computer Requirements 
• Review the What are the browser and computer requirements for Canvas? 
Course Log-on 
• Classroom – bcourses.berkeley.edu 

o You will need to authenticate and login with your CalNet ID and 
passphrase 

o If you don’t already have your CalNet ID contact CalNet directly 
 calnet@berkeley.edu or 510-642-4126 

• Personalize your settings (only takes a minute) 
• Setting up your notification preferences (you can choose to receive course 

communication through a personal email account or mobile device) 
o We recommend setting your preference for receiving Announcements to 

ASAP (via text or email) in case we need to contact you on short notice 
• Tech Support 

mailto:summer_online_support@berkeley.edu
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Basics-Guide/What-are-the-browser-and-computer-requirements-for-Canvas/ta-p/66
https://bcourses.berkeley.edu/
mailto:calnet@berkeley.edu
https://guides.instructure.com/m/4212/l/710341-how-do-i-change-the-settings-in-my-user-account-as-a-student
https://guides.instructure.com/m/4212/l/710344-how-do-i-set-my-canvas-notification-preferences-as-a-student


o In your course, click on the “Help” button on the bottom left of the global 
navigation menu 

Access to Your Course 
• You will be able to access the Orientation Module and Module 1 on the first 

day of class, July 7, 2021. 
• Read and accept the UC Berkeley Academic Integrity Pledge 
PLEASE NOTE: You will NOT be able to launch Module 1 until you read and 
accept the UC Berkeley Academic Integrity Pledge. 
Learning Activities 
• Read the assigned readings 
• Watch all the of the video lectures and faculty fireside chats 
• Read web-based announcements and postings assigned during the course 
• Compose and post assigned responses to lectures and readings 
• Complete all required assignments and projects 
Students with Disabilities 
• If you are requiring course accommodations due to a physical, emotional, or 

learning disability contact the UC Berkeley’s Disabled Students' Program 
(DSP). 

• Notify the instructor and GSI through course email and inform them which 
accommodations you would like to use. 

Final Project 
A final project will be completed through the online course. Additional details can 
be found in the course syllabus. 
Have Questions? 
Email summer_online_support@berkeley.edu 

http://dsp.berkeley.edu/services.html
http://dsp.berkeley.edu/services.html
mailto:summer_online_support@berkeley.edu
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